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M E MOR IAI. 


Concerning the 


Preſent State of the PRO TEST ANN 
RELIGION in France. 


In which is ſhewn, 


By many Inſtances, to what Degree CRUELTY 
1s now carried on againſt thoſe, who dare 
openly profeſs it in that Kingdom. 


Briſtol, Sept. 2. 1747. 


& Y the Adyices we have lately received 
both from France and the adjacent Coun- 
tries, it appears, that they are now de- 
% rermined in that Kingdom to make uſe 
ef the utmoſt Severities againſt their 

Proteſtant Subjects. The ſaid Proteſ- 
tants had, ſince the Year 1743, enjoyed ſome Tolera- 
tion, the Court being perſuaded from a "Thouſand 
Proofs, that in their religious Aſſemblies, nothing 


'paſs'd, that was contrary to the State; that they held 


them without Tumult; that they were without Arms 


of any Kind; and that they prayed Gop for the Pro- 
ſperity of the King and his auguſt Family; perpetually 


recommending Submiſſion and Obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty, agreeably to the Acts paſled in their laſt natio- 
nal Synod, that was held — 18, 1744. The 
Court, I ſay, which had a thouſand Means to con- 
vince themſelves of the Innocence of their Aſſem- 
blies, did not only not oppoſe, but ſeem'd rather, by 
Their Forbezrance, to authorize them, NIP 
nder 


29) | 

Under Favour of chil Calm, the Proteſtant Reli- 

ion made conſiderable Progreſs : Many, who out of 
For did not dare to profeſs it, have publickly ſhewn 
their Zeal for it; and others, who formerly had been 
forced by Violence to forſake it, have readily em- 
braced it again; and theſe laſt have been ſo many in 
Number, that by a Computation, made by the Ro- 
man Carholicks themſelves, it has, in the ſpace of 
ſeven or eight Months, amounted to 27000 on the 
Side of Montauban, and in that Neighbourhood. Up- 
on this, the Roman Catholick Clergy took the Alarm ; 
tearing that ſuch Converſions would conſiderably di- 
miniſh their Revenues, by taking from them the ca- 
ſual Profits, ariſing from Chriſtenings, Marriages, 
Sc. They have left no Means untry*d, to engage the 
Court to intereſt itſelf in an Affair which fo nearly 
concerned them. In order to ſupport their Inſtances 
the better, they made them at a Time, when the 
were about to furniſh the King with a free Gift of 
ſeveral Millions of Livers; and, if Credit may be 
given to certain Advices, they gave it very ſtrongly 
to be underſtood, that they were a Body, which was 
not to be {lighted : In ſhort, after trying all imagi- 
nable Means, they obtained two Edits of the Court 
againſt the Proteſtants of Montauban, one of the 1, 
the other of the 16th of February 1745. They were 
not, *tis true, intirely new; the firſt was publiſhed 
the 11th of September 1726, but they added to it a 
ſevere Article concerning Preachers. 'The ſecond is 


a Repetition, Word for Word, of that which was- 


publiſhed the gth of November 1728. What is moſt 
remarkable, 1s that, amongſt all the Edicts that have 
been publiſhed againſt the Proteſtant Aſſemblies, they 
have choſen two of the moſt rigid, or rather, the 
molt unjuſt; but that every one may judge of their 
Contents, we ſhall only exhibit them ſuch as they were 
publiſhed ; whereby it will be plain, that where-ever 
a true Roman Catholick Clergy has the upper Hand, 
there is no Evil, that the Proteſtants have not Reaſon 


to expect, The 
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The King's Ordonnance concerning People of the 
Pretended Reform'd Religion, of the 1/t of 
February, 1745. 


By the King's Order. 


HE King being informed, that, notwithſtand- 

ing all Exerciſe of the pretended Reformed Re- 
ligion is forbidden by his Edicts, Declarations and 
Ordonnances, there have been nevertheleſs of late, 
ſeveral Aſſemblies in the Diſtrict of Montauban; and 
deſiring to provide againſt it, his Majeſty has order- 
ed and does order, That, conformably to his faid 
Edi&ts, Declarations and Ordonnances, all Preachers, 
who have convoked, or ſhall convoke Aſſemblies in 


the faid Diſtrict, and who have preacked or ſhall 


pouch, or who have or ſhall exerciſe therein any 
unction, be arraign'd, convicted and puniſhed ; as 
likewiſe all and every Subject or Subjects of his Ma- 
jeſty, of what Quality or Condition ſoever, who ſhall 
have been, or may be found hercatter, in the ſaid Aſ- 
ſemblies, and who ſhall be there taken in the Fact; 
his Majeſty willing, that they be condemned to ſuffer 
the Pains expreſſed in the ſaid Edicts, Declarations 
and Ordonnances: And, moreover, with regard to 
thoſe, who ſhall be known to have aſſiſted at the ſaid 
Aſſemblies, but who have not been arreſted upon the 
Spot, his Majeſty wills and requires, that, by the Or- 


ders of the Intendant and Commiſlary in the ſaid Di- 


ſtrict, the Men ſhould be immediately ſent, without 
any Hearing or 'Tryal, to his Gallies, to ſerve there as 
Slaves during their Lives; and the Women and 
Daughters to be ſhut up, for ever, in Places which 
ſhall be aſſigned them. | 

His Majeſty commands and orders the ſaid Inten- 
dant and Commiſlary in the ſaid Diſtrict of Montau- 


ban, and his Bailifts, Chief Juſtices, and other Offi- 
cers and Juſtices whom it may concern, each in his 


2 reſpective 


* 
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reſpective Station, to pay exact Obedience to the pre- 
ſent Ordonnance, which ſhall be read, publiſned and 
3 up, where-cyer it may be neceſſary, that no 
erſon may pretend Igaorance thereof. Done at Ver- 


{ailles the firſt Day of February, in the Year 1 7.45. 


Signed Louis, 
And lower By the King, 
Phelypearx. 
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Ordonnance of the 10th of February 1745. 


IS Majeſty being informed, that the different 
Puniſhments, exprefled in the Decrezs, Decla- 
rations and Ordonnances, publiſhed againſt thoſe who 


aſſiſt at the unlawful Aſſemblies of the new Converts, 


have not yet been ſufficient entirely to ſtop the 
Courſe of them, becauſe they make but ſlight Im- 
preſſions upon People, whoſe Minds are filled with 
Error, and produce the Fear only of a Puniſhment, 
from which each one flatters himſelf he ſhall eſcape ; 
and his Majeſty being willing to put an End to theſ2 
Diſorders, which would totally ceaſe, if thoſe of the 
new Converts, who thro? fear being ſurprized themſelves 
in the Aſſemblies, of which they have always Notice, 
and who, not fearing to let their Children and Domeſ- 
ticks go, but often ſending them there, were to deſiſt 
from thus favouring and fomenting the Aſſemblies 
by their ill Counſels, or by their Connivance and Si- 
lence, which render them not leſs guilty of Diſobedi- 
ence, than thoſe even who aſſiſt therein, He would 
reſolve upon obliging all new Converts. for their own 
Sakes, to prevent the Holding ſach Aflemblies, or to 
give Information of them, ſeeing they are never kept 
without their Knowledge ; or would puniſh them, as 
Accomplices of the ſaid Aſſemblies, by ſubjecting 
thoſe, who ſhall not inform againſt them, to the Pay- 
ment of pecuniary and arbitrary Fines, which, 2 
the Future, ſhall be indifferently laid upon all new 
Converts in the Cantons of the Diſtrict of Montauban, 


where 
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A any Aſſemblics ſhall be held: To theſe Ends 
11s 


Majeſty has ordered aid do2s Order, 
ARTICLE I. 


Thar in all the Corporations of the Diſtrict of Mu- 
tauban, comprized in the. State of the Diviſions, (cal- 
ted Arrondiſſemens) which ſhall be immediately drawn 
up by the Intendant ot the ſaid Diſtrict, whom his 
Majeſty has authorized and does authorize for that 
Purpoſe, all the nzww Converts, inhabiting within the 
Extent of the Diviſions, ſhall be reſponiible for all 
the Aſſemblies which ſhall be held upon the Territory 
ct the Corporations, whereot each Divitioa ſhall be 
compoſed. | 


II. 


The new Converts, Inhabitants of the Diviſions, 
in the Extent of which it ſhall be proved that ſome 
Aſſemblies have been held. ſhall be condemned, with- 
out any Tryal or even Hearing by the faid Intendant, 
to pay an arbitrary Fine, proportioned to their Abi- 
lity ; and alfo to pay the Charges of the Proceedings, 
which ſhall have been had, on Account of the ſaid 
Aſſemblies; and the Aſſeſſments of the Fines and 
Charges ſhall be made by him, on the Knowledge he 
ſhall have of them, upon all the ne converted Inha- 
bitants, who ſhall be found compriſed in the Liſts cf 
the Capitation, or Poll- Tax, in all the Corporations of 
the Diviſion. 

III. 


His Majeſty wills, that thoſe of the new Converts, 
who perform their Duty as Catholicks, and ſhall juſti- 
fy it by Certificates from their Biſhops or Grand Vi- 
cars, importing, that they frequent the Church and 
Sacraments, and that they have, for three preceding 
and ſucceſſive Years, at leaſt, regularly performed all 
their Paſchal Duties, ſhall not be comprehended in the 
aboveſaid Aſſeſſments, unleſs there be- Proof againſt 


them of their having attended at, or favour'd the ſaid 
Aſſemblies. CT | 


IV. 
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The new Converts of a Corporation of any Divi- 
ſion, within the Extent of which an Aſſembly ſhall 
be held, who ſhall give Advice and furniſh Proof of 
it. ſhall likewiſe be excepted on the Aſſeſſment; and 
when the ſaid Advices ſhall have been given time 
enough, to ſurprize the Aflembly, all the People of 
that Corporation ſhall be diſcharged of the Fine, and 
their Portion thrown upon the reſt of the Diviſion. 


v 


If any Aſſembly be held upon the Territory of a 
Corporation wholly compoſed of old Catholicks, and 
not comprehended in the State of the Diviſions, the 
Fine, in that, Caſe, ſhall be born by the Diviſions 
that are the neareſt to the Place, where ſuch Aſſembly 
ſhall be held, in the Manner as ſhall be regulated and 
ordered by the ſaid Intendant. 

| VI. 

If it happens, that any Aſſembly be held upon a 
Ground that is doubtful, and conteſted between ſome 
Corporations of the Diviſions, and ſome other Cor- 
porations of other Diviſions, the Fines, in that Caſe, 
ſhall be born by the Diviſions which are neareſt to the 
conteſted Ground, in the Manner as ſhall likewiſe be 
regulated and ordered by the ſaid Intendant. 


4 VII. 


All private Perſons, comprehended in the Liſts of 
Aſſeſſment, who ſhall be fined, ſhall be forced to the 
Payment of their Rates, by actual ſettled Garriſons. 


VIII. 

And whereas the Preachers who come from Abroad, 
or are brought up in the Country, and who are the 
principal Authors of all the Aſſemblies, could not 
keep them up, if they were not readily admitted and 
maintained in the Houſes of new Converts, which 
is a Thing intirely oppoſite to the Prohibitions here- 
tofore made on this Subject, His Majeſty orders, * 


% 
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all the new Converts of the Corporations of a Diviſion 
in the Limits of which a Peacher may be arreſted, 


ſhall be condemned in a Fine of 3000 Livers, to be 


given to the Informers who ſhall have procured his 
being taken up; and this, independently of the Suit, 
which ſhall be made and carried on, agreeable to the 
Rigour of the former Ordonnances, EdiEts and De- 


clarations, againſt him, in whoſz Houſe the Preacher 
ſhall have been found. | 
IX. 


His Majeſty does not intend by the preſent Ordon- 
nance to derogate from the Diſpoſitions of the Edits, 
Declarations, Decrees and Ordonnances publiſhed up- 
on the Subject of the ſaid Aſſemblies, and particular- 
ly from that of the 1| of the preſent Month and 
Year, which ſhall be all executed according to their 
Form and Tenor. His Majeſty orders and requires 


the ſaid Intendant of the Diſtrict of Montauban, to 


ſez to the Execution of the preſent Ordonnance, which 
ſhall be publiſhzd and poſted up where-ever it ſhall be 
neceſſary, that no one may ever pretend Cauſe of Igno- 
rance. Done ar Verſailles the 16th of February 1744. 


mw Signed Lais, 
And lower - By the King, 
| Phelypeaux. 

The Injuftice and Cruelty of ſuch Declaratioas, are 
ſo obvious, that every one muſt be ſtruck with them; 
however, in order they ſhould be executed in their 
fulleſt Extent, the Court hath ſent into the Diſtrict of 
Montauban, and Places adjacent, the favourite Miſſio- 
naries, ſeveral Ttoops of Dragoons, who, acting like 
themſelves, have committed the moſt outrageous Vio- 
lences, and the, moſt unheard of Exceſſes, and have re- 
duced upwards of 6000 Souls to Beggary, and the 
City of Montauban to a more miſerable Condition 
than it ever knew, even after the Wars it has been 


ſeveral Times obliged to maintain in its own Defence. 


This occaſioned ſeveral Thouſand Men, fill'd with 
| Deſſ air, 


— — — — 
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(©), -, 
Deſpair, to retire into the Woods, to defend a life 
there which they ſhould be ſure to looſe, if they re- 
mained in the open Country. Reſiſtaiice is either ne- 
ver to be admitted, or it mutt be in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances as theſe. Nature authorizes it, Reaſon prompts 
to it. . 
En quo violentia Cives. 


Perduxit miſeros | | s 
Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum . 


Beſides, Perſecution rageth in Dauphiny; the Pri- 
ſons there are fill'd with Proteſtants, who have been 
taken up for being found in Aſſemblies; ſeveral have 
been outlaw'd; almoſt every where they endeavour 
to ſecure their Lives by Flight. The 16th of Febru- 
ary a Miniſter named Roux, was arreſted in the Bo- 
rough of Livron, put into Priſon, and loaded with 
Fetters; the 12th of March he was hanged in the Ci- 
ty of Die: After the Execution they cut off his Head, 
and expoſed it in the Place, where he had been taken; 
an Example of Cruelty unheard oft till now. Others 
have been condemned to ſufter Pains of an extraordi- 
nary Severity; and, amongſt others, one named Raille, 
of Ofte, near Cret, who, for having performed the 
Office of Reader in an Aſſembly, has lately been con- 
demned by the Parliament of Grenoble to be whipt by 
the Hand of the Hangman, marked, and ſeat to the 
Gallies for Life; which was to have been executed 
the 15th of March. | 

We expect every Day to have farther Accounts of 
theſe tragical Examples. And it ſeems neceflary, on 
many Accounts, that we ſhould not be intirely 1gno- 
rant of them in this Country. 

Such is the Situation of Catholick France, under the 
Reign of Louis the XVth. It was not, without doubt, 
by Declarations which have ſuch fatal Effects, that 
that Prince acquired the Title of Wel- beloved; nor, 
de it be by ſach Edicts, that he can hope to pre- 
ſerve it. | 
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* 
FRIENDLY LETTER 


TO THE 


Britih SOLDIERY. 


Gentlemen, 


| OU are the Perſons upon whom the Eyes 

and the Hopes of your dear Country are 
fixed, as the Guardians of our Liberties and 
Properties againſt our Enemies both abroad and 
at home. Nor are they without Reaſon fixed 
upon you, as ſo many Proofs have been given 
of your Bravery and Courage, which has not 
been outdone by any, and is equal'd by few. 
But alas! how are our Hopes daſh'd, and how 
much Pain are we in, both for our own Sakes 
and for yours, when we conſider how many 
wicked and profane Perſons there are among 
you for our own Sakes we tremble to think 
what little Cauſe we have to expect God's Bleſ- 
ſing upon your Arms for our Defence, when 
there are ſo many who make Curſing and Swear- 
ing their common Language, and Drunkenneſs 
their daily Practice. And for you too are we 
in Pain to think what a dreadful Condition you 
wou'd be plunged into, ſhou'd you fall in the 
Field, whilſt you are Enemies to God, and are 
fighting againſt him. And can a greater In- 
ſtance of Eſteem and Gratitude be ſhewn you, 


than to endeavour to.awaken you out of your 
Stupidity, 
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Stupidity, and to turn you from Sin to God ? 
Think then with yourſelves, I beſeech you 
© Do I carry my Life in my Hands, am I in 
*© Danger of Death every Moment, and ſhall I 
ebe ſo ſottiſh ſtupid as to ruſh upon ever- 
* laſting Damnation that Damnation 1 have 
* ſo often called down upon myſelf ant others, 
« as if it were a Bleſſing? But oh the dreadful 
* Miſery exceeds my Imagination | A Bullet 
may in a Moment ſend me from the Field of 
Battle, from Fire and Smoke and the Roar- 
ing of the Cannon, down to Hell, and to the 
Fire that never can be quenched, to that Tor- 
ment, the Smoke of which aſcendeth up for 
ever and ever before God, there to how, 
lament and roar under the Weight of Divine 
Vengeance with Devils and damned Spirits. 
How often have I dared the Wrath of God, 
by blaſpheming his holy Name, by. bitter 
Oaths and Curſes ; and wou'd it not be juſt 
in him to take me at my Word, and ſeal 
me up unto endleſs Miſery? O wicked Crea- 
* ture! O impious Wretch ! Lord have Mercy 
upon me, and turn my Heart to thyſelf, that 
ſo if I ſhou'd die in the Defence of my Coun- 
<< try, I may not only die honourably in the 
** Sight of Men, but with ſafety to my poor 
** Soul, and be received by thee into the Joys of 
Eternity. 3 

I beſeech you to think ſeriouſly of theſe 
Things ; be often ſpeaking of them to one an- 
other; and when you have thought of them 
as you ought, throw yourſelves upon vour 


Knees, beg of God to forgive your paſt Sins 


cc 


cc 


for 
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for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, and intreat him to 
give you Grace, to forſake them for Time to 
*come. This will animate you 'with true Cou- 
rage, and make you valiant beyond what any 
Thing elſe will; and this will ſtrengthen our 
Hope that God will by your Means give us a 
compleat Victory oyer our Enemies. And to 
encourage you further to leave off your Sins, and 
to turn to God, confider how merciful and gra- 
cious be is, how ready to pardon even the 
greateſt of Sinners, ſuch as yourſelves have been. 
And now, will you not follow this friendly. Ad- 
vice? Do not your Conſciences tell you it is good 
Advice, and that you ought-to follow it ? Don't 
then turn a deaf Ear to it, and go on to harden 
your Hearts as Steel againſt your own Salvation. 
Remember God is a holy and a juit God, and 
his Anger will pierce as a Sword into your Souls, 
and make the moſt painful Wounds there which 
can never be cured. Remember that you may 
be alive this Momemt, and be ſhot. dead the 
next; and that ſudden Death, where there 1s no 
Preparation for it, is of all Things moſt dread- 
ful. Who can dwell with devouring Flames ? 
Who can inhabit everlaſting Burnings ? Is the 
Heart even of an Exgliſb Soldier ſtout enough to 
bear the Thought of this without Trembling and 
Horror? You can face the Mouth of a Cannon 
without Fear, and are not diſmayed at the Noiſe 
of the Drum calling you to Battle; — But can 
you behold the Face of an angry Sin-avenging 
God without Fear, or be under no Confuſion 
and Terror when his Voice, more dreadful than 
Peals of burſting Thunder, ſhall fay to you 


Depart 
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—— Depart from me ye Curſed into everlaſting 


Fire, - prepared for the Devils and his Angels ? 
No 
Hearts, and even rend them with Deſpair and 
Anguiſh. You ſcorn to turn your Back upon an 
Enemy ; but if God be your Enemy, how glad- 
ly wou'd you fly from him, and creep into the 
moſt noiſome Dungeon to avoid his Preſence ! 
But there will be no running away from him-— 
no avoiding his Sight. no eſcaping his Wrath. 
Wherefore break off your Sins by a timely Re- 
pentance, and by accepting Jeſus Chriſt, as he 
is preached to Sinners in the Goſpel and then 
while you live will you be the Defenders of our 
King and Country, and when you die it will be 
to your everlaſting Honour and Happineſs. 
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this will quell your ſtout and ſtubborn - 
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